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OFFERING INNOVATIVE
SOLUTIONS FOR DIVERSE
ENERGY NEEDS

Nearly a decade of building and operating solar power projects,
Avaada is enabling governments and institutions in Asia and Africa to

go green.

By combining disruptive technologies and impeccable project
execution, we are able to offer solutions to match the needs of our
customers across varied geographies.
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The August 2018 issue of Akshay
Urja magazine is an excellent one.
The new format, presentation, style,
and layout of the newsletter is very
good. | liked reading article on
transforming women's lives in Rural
Bihar by TERI — JEEVIKA Programme
that has created market for clean
energy access at the bottom of the
pyramid and has lighted up 50,000
households though self-help groups
in Bihar. The story of DURGA
empowering women through
sustainable solar ecosystem initiated
by IIT Bombay is very motivating

for women of rural India. TERI's
partnership with local micro-finance
institute that helps take clean
cooking and lighting technology
into poor houses in a village in
Bihar is really very praiseworthy.

The other articles, such as Health
Services Transformed by solar
Electrification which won the
Ashden Award 2018; solar-powered
drip irrigation; hybrid solar system
for power loom; Shakti Surabhi
biomethanation plant; Development
in Narotoli Village with mini- grids
are all good and informative.

Akshay Urja is serving well as

a platform for informing about
Government of India’s policies,
plans, and programmes in renewables
at the grassroots level.

Thanks to TERI and MNRE team for
publishing such wonderful articles
which are useful in my profession.

Er. Anant B Tamhane
Consulting Engineer, Renewable
Energy, Nagpur, Maharashtra
| liked reading the RE feature article
on CREDA that received Ashden
Award 2018. It is heartening to note
that CREDA is implementing solar PV,
inverter and battery storage systems
across health centres in Chhattisgarh
state in central India in partnership

X B

with the state health agency. In
an area where there is no reliable
power source, this is enabling stable
refrigeration to keep vaccines and
medicines fresh, powering buildings
and supporting equipment from
heated baby units to solar lights for
post-natal care.
T K Sharma
Indore, Madhya Pradesh
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The Story of Durga published in the
August 2018 issue of Akshay Urja
is very inspiring indeed. | was very
glad to read that DURGA Energy
has evolved from the Dungarpur
initiative, under the Solar Urja through
Localization for Sustainability (SoOULS)
initiative, a flagship program of IIT
Bombay envisaging to create a thriving
and sustainable solar ecosystem to
provide clean, reliable, affordable, and
complete energy access in the rural
areas of India. Under the Dungarpur
Initiative, the self-help group women
formed under the Rajasthan State
Rural Livelihood Mission (Rajeevika)
were trained to assemble, distribute

and repair and maintain the solar
study lamps. Under the initiative, 136
women were trained in assembling
the solar study lamp, benefitting
40,000 students and further resulting
in five women opening their own solar
shops in the region.
Mahesh Prajapati
New Delhi
| enjoyed reading the case study of
Narotoli village in the latest issue of
Akshay Urja. | was happy to read that
an MNRE supported mini-grid of 22.5
kWp was installed in Narotoli Village in
July 2016. The national grid reached
Narotoli in early 2018. Both grids
continue to co-exist supporting each
other and the biggest beneficiaries are
the people of Narotoli. The national
grid supplies single phase power for
6-8 hours daily. The MNRE-supported
Mlinda mini-grid provides 24x7, three
phase electricity with less than 6 hours
downtime per year and facilitating
economic development in the village.
This co-existing of the national grid
with a mini-grid with MNRE support
and facilitating pro-actively the GDP
growth and farmer incomes is possibly
one of the solutions to 100% access to
energy in rural India.
Ratna Singh Rajput
Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh
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Solar PV generation capacity

Gigawatts, cumulative installed capacity
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